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Annual Report & Newsletter    Issue No: 1  

Now that we have entered 2010 it is 
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and on how that year has played a 
part in the development of Asoryu 
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should objectively consider the 
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goals and targets for 2009 and if the 
club has remained faithful to the 
club‟s mission & ethos: 

Welcome! 

We should consider the following: Page 

Your Aikido Instructor 2 

The initial development of our Aikido club 2 

Asoryu Aikido Club‟s Mission & Ethos 3 

The goals and targets of the club 3 

The growth of the club during 2009 4 

What has been good for the club‟s develop-

ment 

4 

What has not been so good for the club‟s 

development 

5 

What has worked 6 

What has not worked 6 

Club facilities 7 

The club‟s membership 7,8 

Club finances 9 

Club events during 2009 10 

Club member‟s grading 11 

Further growth & development:  

Short term plans for our Aikido club 12 

Medium term plans for our Aikido club 12 

Long term plans for our Aikido club 12 

Club’s appreciation to:  

UK Shinwakai 12 

Cllr Mehboob Khan  12 

Ashley Lucas & Claire Howe 12 

Mirfield Martial Arts Club 12 

White Rose Aikikai 12 

Sensei M. Minegishi, James & Tomoko san 12 

Backroom Guys & Gals 12 



 

Asoryu Aikido Club, Huddersfield in 2009          Page 2 

 

About your Aikido Instructor 

training was highly repetitive, 
concentrated only on Kihon 
(the basics of Aikido), was ex-
tremely rigorous, energetic 
and active and the training 
sessions were rigid and strict. 
However, following some of 
the training sessions we had 
the opportunity to seek out 
our sempai (seniors) who‟s 
Aikido we wanted to emulate 
and took uke from them. This 
was the way in Japan. Billy 
quickly took comfort and en-
joyed being a member of an 
exclusive group of Aikidoka 
training at Minato-ku Aikikai, 
but not quite as quickly began 
to realise that this exclusive 
group extended not just 
throughout Japan, but 
throughout the entire world. 
He has enjoyed training in Ai-
kido with his fellow Aikidoka in 
many countries worldwide. 

He first started training in Ai-
kido in 1985 at Minato-ku Ai-
kido Club, Tamachi, Tokyo, Ja-
pan when he went for a visit 
and was given a Doji, told to 
put it on and then introduced to 
Aso Sensei who was told “this 
man wants to start Aikido train-
ing”. You might say he was 
bullied into starting Aikido. 
 
At that time, Aso Sensei was 
76 and already an Aikikai, 7

th
 

Dan Shihan. Aso Sensei 
started Aikido at the age of 53 
and continued in Aikido till he 
died at the age of 86. He was a 
fascinating man who captured 
Billy‟s imagination and loyalty 
from day one. To say Aso Sen-
sei was very strict would be a 
gross understatement.  So, for 
10 years Billy was bullied by 
Aso Sensei 3 to 4 times every 
week without fail and he loved 
every minute of it.  His Aikido 

B 
illy, having been a bit 
of a bully at school 
(some say he still is a 
bully) always enjoyed 

a good scrap although the 
„getting hit‟ bit was not so 
pleasurable. His first experi-
ence of Martial Arts was when 
he started Goju Kai Karate in 
Australia, but found it a bit 
lonely as you did not train with 
a partner (no one to bully). He 
became a „frustrated martial 
artist‟ after seeing Bruce Lee 
„kick asses‟ 
in the Big 
Boss at the 
Odeon Cin-
ema, Leices-
ter square in 
1972. 
 
Billy first saw and was intro-
duced to Aikido in December 
1984 when he visited Jack 
Poole‟s Aikido dojo in Slough. 

The initial development of our Aikido club 

A 
soryu Aikido Club 
was first established 
in Leominster, Here-
fordshire in 1995, 

however, due to a family move 
to Huddersfield in April 1999, 
the club was closed.  
 
Due entirely to Susan‟s ac-
tions and energy in 2008 (you 
all now know who to blame), 
Billy experienced a rekindling 
of; the spirit of Aikido; a re-
awakening of the love of Ai-
kido and a reminder of an un-
fulfilled commitment to his 
Sensei, which was to continue 
in Aikido throughout his life. 
With Susan‟s encouragement 
and the immediate assistance, 

acceptance and en-
couragement of the 
senior grades at 
Mirfield Martial Arts 
Club, Billy re-
entered the world of 
Aikido. 
 
Following encour-
agement and direc-
tion from his sister; 
Marill Poole, 6

th
 

Dan, UK Shinwakai, 
Billy realised that 
the best way for-
ward for him and his 
Aikido was to re-
establish Asoryu Aikido Club: So, in De-
cember of 2008 Asoryu Aikido Club ex-
perienced a rebirth in Huddersfield. 
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B 
esides the teaching 
of Traditional Aikido 
through Kihon (the 
basics), Asoryu Ai-

kido Club should strive to be 
financially stable and self suffi-
cient. This means that our im-
mediate goals and targets 
should be to increase club 
membership, club events and 

Asoryu Aikido Club’s Mission & Ethos 

The goals and targets of the club 
and development within the 
community rather than for the 
betterment of the club itself. 
 
Asoryu Aikido Club should 
also plan and put in place ac-
tions that will enable the club 
to become much more democ-
ratic in its future operation and 
development.  

act in ways that achieves 
growth, stability and the self 
sufficiency of the club. Asoryu 
Aikido Club should also strive 
to become an Aikido Club that 
is recognised and acknowl-
edged as being a club that 
takes actions for the better-
ment of both the community as 
a whole and of Aikido practice 

T 
he mission of Asoryu Aikido Club, Huddersfield is: 
  

To teach Aikido to those from the wider West Yorkshire community and beyond who 
are interested in learning Aikido Aso Sensei’s way. That is Aikido training which is 
highly repetitive, concentrated only on Kihon (the basics of Aikido), will be extremely 
rigorous, energetic and active and in training sessions that are rigid and strict. 
 
To prepare Asoryu Aikido Club members to become, not only good Aikidoka who form 
part of the Asoryu Aikido Club group but more importantly good Aikidoka who can 
hold their own within the exclusive worldwide Aikidoka community.  

T 
he ethos of Asoryu Aikido Club, Huddersfield is that:  
 

Asoryu Aikidoka should learn Aikido through Kihon basic training and that our Aiki-
doka having gained a solid grounding in Kihon should then embellish their own Aikido 
through uke practice and eventually nage practice with the wider Aikido community in 
the UK and the wider Aikido community worldwide. 
 
Asoryu Aikido Club should at all times maintain an all inclusive policy. We should 
never entertain any form of ageism, racism, sexism, religious intolerance or any other 
kind of isms or intolerances.  
 
Asoryu Aikido Club actively discourages all forms of competition within its Aikido 
training regime. Asoryu Aikidoka should be humble, always willing to learn from oth-
ers, always willing to share with others, should avoid being actively critical of their fel-
low Aikidoka and their fellow Aikido clubs. Asoryu Aikidoka should be patient and tol-
erant of all other Asoryu Aikidoka and all Aikidoka everywhere. 
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U 
ntil June 2009, 
Asoryu Aikido Club 
has grown at a slow 
but steady pace 

from 3 members in January 
2009 including Billy and Susan 
to 10 members by the end of 
June 2009. However, from 
July 2009 the pace of new 
membership increased and we 
now have 25 members to date 
including Billy and Susan. It is 

a seasonal increase in club 
membership numbers, but we 
should never let efforts to in-
crease club membership 
waiver, we should at all times 
be striving for growth in all its 
forms for Asoryu Aikido Club. 
 
Susan and Billy always felt 
that our first club member be-
ing named Adam was fortui-
tous and that what we needed 
was a second member named 
Eve and with more „bites of the 
apple‟ we could look forward 
to many new Aikido babies in 
the future. 

important to note that at least 
one of those members has 
since resigned from the club 
and some more resignations 
or membership losses are in-
evitable, but nevertheless it is 
always sad to see any mem-
ber for whatever reason stop 
training at Asoryu Aikido Club. 
 
We can expect that from the 
Spring of 2010 we will witness 

The growth of the club during 2009 

What has been good for the 
club’s development? 

F 
rom the onset of (and well before) the 
establishment of Asoryu Aikido Club in 
Huddersfield we were fortunate indeed 
to have a relationship with and be part 

of UK Shinwakai Aikido Association. Without 
Jack and Marill Poole‟s moral, technical and 
administrative support and experience Asoryu 
Aikido Club would not be in existence today. 
We greatly appreciate their experience and 
support and thank them both for their help to-
date and hope for their continued support in 
2010 and beyond. 
 
When Asoryu Aikido Club started we were lo-
cated in a less than suitable training hall on 
Luck Lane in Marsh, Huddersfield and in Febru-
ary 2009 we moved to our next training facility 
on Chapel Street. The new facility promised 
to be a better venue for the practice of Aikido, 
but sadly the training area was smaller and 
very noisy. Asoryu Aikido Club does however 
appreciate and thanks the proprietor of both 
of these facilities for their support of the club 
and acknowledges the important role that 
they played in the continued development of 
Asoryu Aikido Club. 
 
The next very important mile stone in the con-
tinued growth of Asoryu Aikido Club was, 
without a shadow of doubt, the development 
of our fantastic and continually improving in-
teractive website. We appreciate and thank 
our Webmaster; Adam Lisik for designing, de-
veloping, tweaking and administering Asoryu 
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Aikido Club‟s brilliant website. I can not encour-
age club members enough to use our website 
particularly the „shoutbox‟ on the Member‟s 
Pages which is basically a member‟s only chat 
line. On the Member‟s Home Page there is a 
voting box asking members about which eve-
ning of the week or weekend would be best for 
members to go on-line for an on-line chat, so 
far only four members have voted that is; Billy, 
Susan, Adam and one other. Please do not 
miss this opportunity guys!!! There are also 
loads of videos on the Video Page of the Mem-
ber‟s Pages. As new techniques and attacks 
are introduced in our class training secessions 
so too will the numbers of appropriately chosen 
videos that appear on these pages. Have a look 
it‟s worth it!!! 
 
In June 2009 Asoryu Aikido Club moved to its 
current training facility at the Deighton Sports 
Arena. These are modern, clean, well ap-
pointed and accessible with good parking and 
we are very fortunate to have found such a 
good training facility which has helped and will 
continue to help with the development of 
Asoryu Aikido Club.  
 
As the third Aikido club in the Huddersfield area 
we have had to compete with the two other Ai-
kido clubs/associations for membership from a 
limited catchment of prospective Aikido practi-
tioners. Nevertheless the two other Aikido 
clubs, in the spirit of Aikido and non competition 
have been magnanimous in their continued 
support of Asoryu Aikido Club and we thank 
them for their continued and unwavering sup-
port. 

What has not been so good for the club’s            
development? 

www.asoryuaikidoclub.net 
 

Any Problems? Email 
webmaster@asoryuaikidoclub.net 

I 
n only the first year of Asoryu Aikido Club‟s existence in Huddersfield it is difficult to say or to 
determine with any accuracy what has not been good for our development. If pushed, proba-
bly the lack of regular attendance by many Asoryu Aikido Club members at training sessions 
has not been good for the club‟s development. Also, the way in which Asoryu Aikido Club 

charges for training sessions and the amount of administrative work the current charging system 
has required, has also not been good for the club‟s development. 
 
In 2010 we will address both of these issues by altering our method of charging for training ses-
sions, by offering an incentive to members to train twice weekly and by reducing the weekly ad-
ministration burden on yours truly. 
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What has worked and not worked for the club? 

W 
e have made a list of things 
that have worked well for 
Asoryu Aikido Club in 2009 as 
follows: 

 
Being a member of UK Shinwakai 
and thus the British Aikido Board 

 
Having Jack Poole as our Techni-
cal Director & Marill Poole as our 
Technical Advisor as well as our 
BAB interface 

 
A club name that begins with A for 
internet listings 

 
The Asoryu Aikido Club‟s website 

 
The new training facility 

 
Maintaining good and strong rela-
tionships with both of our local Ai-
kido Clubs and Associations 

 
Having had guest Aikido instruc-
tors of the calibre of  Senseis Jack 
& Marill Poole as well as Sensei 
Shane Riley 

 
Having organised and successfully 
run our first Aikido seminar over a 
two day period with guest instruc-
tor Sensei Mutsuko Minegishi 

 
Having a Club Secretary 
and Club Liaison Officer 
as good, as committed 
and as friendly as Susan 

 
Having great club mem-
bers which have made up 
the Asoryu Aikido Club 
family 

 
Having become well es-
tablished and well known 
as a viable and quality Ai-
kido club in West York-
shire and beyond 

A 
gain it is difficult to say or determine 
what has not worked well, but the fol-
lowing list will give a brief insight as to 
what we think has not worked well in  

       2009, as follows: 
 

Our training session charging system 
 

The resulting administration nightmare for     
 yours truly 
 

Poor attendance at training sessions from 
 some members 
 

Lack of continuity, consistency & communica-
 tion from some of the club‟s members 
 

Lack of cash flow 
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Club facilities 

I 
n June 2009 Asoryu Aikido Club moved to 
its current training facility at the Deighton 
Sports Arena. These are modern, clean, 
well appointed and accessible with good 

parking and we are very fortunate to have found 
such a good training facility which has helped 
and will continue to help with the development 
of Asoryu Aikido Club. 
 
Club members should at all times respect our 
training facility and the facility staff. The one 
draw back to-date with Deighton Sports Arena 
came at the end of 2009 when we received a 
letter from them announcing that they intended 
from January 2010 to increase our hourly room 
rental rate by 33.33% from £15 per hour to £20 
per hour. This we intend to negotiate with 
Deighton Sports Arena. 

The club’s membership 
& attendance records 
during 2009 

P 
lease see the attached graphical rep-
resentations of the club‟s statistics for 
both Asoryu Aikido Club Membership 
Stats 2009 and Asoryu Aikido Club 

Member‟s Attendance records 2009. Please 
also see Asoryu Aikido Club class attendance 
and break even stats 2009 
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Club finances 

D 
uring the year 2009 
Asoryu Aikido Club 
operated at a total 
loss of £180.79. 

Some club members are in 
credit at year end 2009 
amounting to £27. 
Some club members are in 
debit at year end 2009 amount-
ing to £60.  
The adjusted loss from club 
operations for year end 2009 is 
£147.79. 
 
A PDF file of the full set of 
Asoryu Aikido Club 2009 ac-
counts will be made available 
on the Member‟s Pages of our 
website.  
 
During 2009 and especially 
since July 2009 when the 
membership of the club grew 
considerably the amount of ad-
ministration and accounting 
time spent dealing with club 
accounts advanced payments 
and arrears in payments as 
well as club attendance re-
cords and club statistics has 
grown considerably. Most of 
Saturday is now being spent 
on administration with the club 
accounts requiring the most 
amount of time. This has 
prompted us to consider a new 
method of charging for Aikido 
training at Asoryu Aikido Club 
as follows: 
 
Starting from January 2010 
Asoryu will be moving away 
from class rates either paid 
weekly or four weeks in ad-
vance. Some club members 
are in credit and some club 
members are in debit. Please 
check with Susan who will be 
able to provide you with up-to-

date information on your financial standing with regards to each 
club member‟s mat fee status:  From January 2010 the follow-
ing new rates for Aikido training will apply: 

Annual Membership Fees; will remain unchanged and 
due either on joining the club or on the anniversary of 
your membership to the club. 
 

£20 per annum for waged members 
£15 per annum for unwaged members or stu-
dents 18 and above 
£10 per annum for students under 18 or for 
Asylum Seekers 

 
Grading Fees; will remain unchanged see website for 
information on grading fees. 
 
Mat Fees; will be charged on a by calendar month basis 
and all mat fees are to be paid for in advance and at the 
beginning of each calendar month. 
Please note that when taking into account the actual 
numbers of days training in each calendar month, those 
who train once a week only will have to endure a slight 
mat fee increase. To encourage members to train twice 
per week we have made strategic adjustments to the 
rates for calendar monthly mat fees for those training 
twice weekly. The following new calendar monthly mat 
fees will apply from 05/01/2010: 

  

Prices per calendar month in advance: 

For waged members  

£20 (training once weekly) £30 (training twice weekly) 

For unwaged members or students 18 and above 

£15 (training once weekly) £25 (training twice weekly) 

For students under 18 or for Asylum Seekers 

£10 (training once weekly) £15 (training twice weekly)  
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Club events during 2009 

A 
soryu Aikido Club hosted three (3) main events during 2009 they were as follows: 
 
 
 

Guest Instructor; Sensei Shane Riley Aikido 6
th
 Dan on 02/09/2009 (please see photos). 

Guest Instructors; Asoryu Aikido Club‟s Technical Director Sensei Jack Poole Aikido 7
th
 Dan 

and Asoryu Aikido Club‟s Technical Advisor Sensei Marill Poole Aikido 6
th
 Dan on 06/10/2009 

(please see photos). 



 

Asoryu Aikido Club, Huddersfield in 2009          Page 11 

 
Special Autumn Aikido Seminar on 01/12/2009 and 02/12/2009; Featuring, Sensei Mutsuko Mi-
negishi, Aikido 6

th
 Dan, Honbu Dojo (please see photos).  

Members grading 

A 
soryu Aikido Club held four gradings during 2009 during which club members achieved 
the ranks of Aikido 4

th
 Kyu; 7

th
 Kyu and 8

th
 Kyu:  

Asoryu Aikido Club congratulates all of its Aikido students who successfully passed 
their gradings and were promoted to new ranks.  

 
       Congratulations from Billy, Susan and Jon:  
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Club’s appreciation to those who have helped us 
in 2009:  

A 
soryu Aikido Club would like to thank the following Aikido associations, clubs, sensei 
and individuals for all their assistance, support and encouragement during 2009 and 
would like to ask all of them for their continued support in 2010 and beyond: 
  

UK Shinwakai 

Cllr Mehboob Khan, Leader of Kirklees Council  

Ashley Lucas & Claire Howe of Kirklees Sports & Leisure Development   

Mirfield Martial Arts Club 

White Rose Aikikai 

Sensei Mutsuko Minegishi, James Kirkpatrick  & Tomoko Mizuyori 

Backroom Guys & Gals 
Meaning those such as: Susan, Jon, Adam, Rob, Yusuf, Nicola, Janusz and others 
for the work and effort that they have put into making Asoryu Aikido Club Hudders-
field a success during 2009  

Closing Remarks: 

A 
ll that remains for me to do now is, on behalf of all Asoryu Aikido Club Members, to 
thank everyone mentioned in this report one last time for their kindness, their support, 
their encouragement, their work, their guidance and so much more: 
 

 
Thank you all; 
 
Billy McAuley 
Chief Instructor 

Further growth & development of the Club: 

T 
o ensure that Asoryu Aikido Club, Huddersfield continues to grow at a reasonable pace, 
to ensure the longevity of the club and to promote the continued democratic develop-
ment of the club in line with the club mission statements above and club ethos as also 
stated earlier, in January 2010 we will call for club members to stand for election to a 

new club steering committee positions. For the foreseeable future and for reasons of finance Billy 
and Susan will retain positions on the club steering committee. Susan as Club Secretary and 
Club Liaison Officer; Billy‟s position is to be decided upon by committee. Adam Lisik should hold 
a post on the club steering committee as Club Webmaster as he is best qualified to hold this 
post. There should be four other posts on the club steering committee, seven (7) posts in total 
(titles to be decided upon) so as to avoid deadlock. A simple club charter (terms of reference) 
should be prepared for consideration. There are various club charters available on the internet or 
from Kirklees Sports and Leisure Development. 
 
Once the new club steering committee is up and running they can then set about making deci-
sions on the following through regular monthly club steering committee meetings:  
 

Short term plans for Asoryu Aikido Club 

Medium term plans for Asoryu Aikido Club 

Long term plans for our Asoryu Aikido Club 

Others to be discussed 


